[insert date]

[insert your MP address] 
Dear [insert name]
I am writing to you as an extremely concerned car wash operator. I have been running my business for [insert] years in your constituency, and have always complied with all environmental regulation to ensure that my business does not pollute my local waterways. 

However in recent years there has been an increase in rogue hand car wash operators, many of which are not complying with the law and allowing run-off from their washing, which contains washing chemicals and metals from the car’s surface, to flow into the surface water drains. I have been reporting these incidents to the Environment Agency; however they have told me it is difficult to take action due to the detail of the law. 
In Scotland they have introduced General Binding Rules which makes it easier to prosecute businesses that pollute the water ways, including hand car washes. These Rules make it an offence to discharge trade effluent into surface water drains whereas in the UK a specific incidence of pollution needs to be proved.      Environment Agency officials have indicated that they would like these General Binding Rules introduced in the UK. 

A previous Environment Minister Phil Woolas indicated that a consultation for General Binding Rules would be released by the end of the year. Please can you write to his successor Caroline Spelman asking her to confirm that she intends to honour this commitment? Urgent action is needed to tackle unregulated hand car washing. 
I look forward to your response 

[insert your name]

[insert your address] 
